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Dr, O. S. Tiimmer

OU'o", S. Trimmer was born in New York in 1833 and moved
with his parents to Ohio when he was two years old. He taught
school untll the age of twenty-five when he began the study of
medicine. In 1859 he marrled his flrst wlfe ln Ohio, and ln 1864
he received hls medical diploma from Ann Arbor Medical College.
He and his wlfe had two children, but both dled in early chlld-
hood. Dr. Trimmer went on to practice mediclne for ttre next ten
years ln Plerpoint, Ohio.

In 1873, Dr. and Mrs. Trimmer moved to Californla, where they
settled in Salinas. He practlced medlcine there for almost l5
years. In 1888, they relocated to Paciflc Grove and built a small
cottage at the corner of 6th and [,aurel, hoping to retire.

Soon, both became very active members of the community. Mrs.
Trlmmer was active ln the Order of the Eastern Star as well as
the Women's Civic Club and Dr. Trimmer resumed practice as a
doctor and became active in civic affairs. He served as president
of the Board of Trustees in l89O and belonged to the Masons and
the Odd Fellows. He was also president of the Bank of Paciflc
Grove and Vlce-president of the Bank of Monterey. He persuaded
the husband of hls wlfe's niece, Charles K. Tuttle, to open a phar-
macy ln Paciflc Grove. In fact, the flrst phone seryice in Paciflc
Grove was a line between Dr. Trimmer's offlce and Tuttle's phar-
macy. Accounts of Dr. Trimmer's warmth are legendary. It was
the normal practice for doctors to make house calls ln those
days, but ln additlon, Dr. Trimmer felt obliged to see even those
who could not afford to pay. It was said he often sent a paying
customer to another doctor while he went to serve a patient with-
out means.

In 1893 he demolished (or moved) his little cottage at the corner
of 6th and l.aurel and built a mansion on the property which to
thls day is sttll referred to as Trimmer Hill. In December, 19O7,
Mrs. Trimmer died at the age of 74 after a six month illness. In
June, 1909, Dr. Trimmer married Miss Mary Pierce Stuntz who
had been keeping house for him since his flrst wlfe's death ln
L9O7. Dr. Trimmer died on July 4, 1915.

Despite all the changes around lt over the years, hls large Queen
Anne style home continues to stand out on the hill. An advertise-
ment ln the July 7, 1939 Tide welcomes the public to the opening
of the new public dining room at Trlmmer Hill. Noted apiarist, T.
W. Cowan lived there for awhile. Generally speaking, the owners
over the years have taken great care of this IIne old home.
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DownThe PineyPath
Naas of old Pacifc Grwe from the Monterey CALIFORNIAN
(May / lune 1.876)

* by E. C. Davts

+ Tlventy teams of campers passed through town towards Llttle
Town and Paclflc Grove ln the week.

The Second Annual Camp Meetlng ls to open at Paclflc Grove.
Last year the weather was very unpromlstng, owlng to the
lateness of the season. The Assoclatlon has contracted to
carry thelr passengers by the Goodall, Nelson and Perldns
splendld and capaclous steamer "CONSTANTINE" whlch
leaves San Franclsco at 8 o'clock and arrlves at Monterey be-
fore sundown. Stage may also be taken from Sallnas. Clergr-
men and thelr famllies are boarded at half prlce. The fogs of
last year are not expected ln the ordinary course of events.

The Monterey CALIFORNLAN calls for a repeal of the no
wines, or beer at the Paclflc Grove Retreat. Attentlon ls called
to the fact that a camp meetlng ls for slnners. 'The vlsltors at
the restaurant pay 4 blts for a meal, for which elsewhere two
blts would be dear."

A goodly number of campers are dwelling ln Paclflc Grove ln
tents. The camp meeting will close the 28th but the grounds
wlll be kept open for vlsltors throughout the summer.

We are assured by many San Franclscans that lf a good hotel
were built at Paclflc Grove, the whole clty would vlsit us, and
the speculation be a flnanclal success.

Edito/s note: The above is among the earliest accounts ol happenings in Pacific Grove
available on microfilm. Regarding tents, all of the Pacific lmprovement Company's tents
had six-foot walls; were made of heavy duck; had painted floors, doors swung on hinges
and were provided with lock and key. Many of them had a boarded wainscot. Eadr tent
was furnished with a slove, one bedslead, spring bed top mattress, blankets, pillow
cases, teapot table, wash stand and basin, and two drairs.

Ten by twelve tents have heating stoves and cook stoves with cooking utensils and a
kitchen table. Renters must provide their own knives, forks and spoons. Persons wish-
ing more han one bed in a tent will be drarged exfa, at the rate of $1 per week or $3
per month for a double bed and bedding. Soiled linen must be returned to the office,
and clean linen will be given out in its place. Sanitary regulations will be stricty en-
forced. Persons renting tents will not be allowed to sublet hem to others.

Others Saw Us Through Postcards
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Second hofle oJ lrr. TYimmq ot 23O 6th Str€et, coflrer oJ Laurel. Built in 1893 ond stitt stondlng, olthough the go,rdcns o,nd
corriage hou* are gone.
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Great SaIe of Real Estate at Pacific Grcve
(From the luly 1887 issue of tlrc Del Monte Waae)

The auction sale of residence lots at Paciflc Grove. on June 28,29,
3O, under the management of S. W. Fergusson, wlth C. C. Thayer as
auctloneer, proved a great success. The announcement of the sale at-
tracted a large crowd, and the blddlng was lively and sptrited each
day of the sale. The weather was charmlng all through, and there
was a general expresslon of surprise at the marked indicatlons of
prospertty ln and about the Grove. The sale was conducted wlth en-
Ure satisfacUon on the part of all, and the very falr manner ln whlch
everything ln connectlon with the auction was transacted, elicited
the enUre confidence of the bldders. A more pleasant aucUon of
lands never took place.

A charming spot in the Grove was chosen for the sale, and in front of
a platform was arranged several rows of seats and all present were
supplied with a complete lithograph map of the entire survey of the
Grove, tndicatlng each lot and aII the streets and avenues. Mr.
Fergusson showed his pecullar adaptability to arrange and manage
so large and important a sale, while his auctloneer, Mr. Thayer, was
perfect master of the sltuatlon and seemed as active and keen to
catch a bid at the close of the sale on the evening of the third day, as
he was at the beginning of the auctlon. Mr. L. D. Norton, the
Company's surveyor, who had surveyed the enUre Grove and is thor-
oughly familiar with every foot of ground ln it, was present during
the enilre sale and occupied a seat on ttre platform, and was ready to
answer any questions as to the locaUon of the lots, avenues, etc. Mr.
C. L. Boyers, Superintendent of the Grove, was also ln attendance
and dld all in his power to accommodate purchasers, and make the
sale pleasant.

Not a single mlstrnderstanding occurred durlng the entlre sale.
While the bidding was spirited, there was no excitement whatever,
and ladies were as active in bidding as gentlemen. The character of
the persons who were ilr attendance inspired confldence and assured
success, and whlle the ;rdces generally were higher than had been
anUcipated, it appearecl at the close of the sale that each indlvidual
purchaser felt satisfied that he or she had the best bargain. In one ln-
stance where a lady purchased an entlre block. the same day she
sold at dn advance of $25O.

As before stated in the Wave, the Company's lots in the original
grounds as well as ln ttte first and second addlUons, had been well
exhausted, and a lhird additlon was surveyecl to be placed on the
market. The great demand for certaln locaUons tn tl.e new addltlon,
suggested a public sale, so that all would be fairly treated, and t}is
sale ls recognlzed as a fair standard from which to flx the actual
value of real estate at Pacific Grove.

Edito/s note: 45 blocks were sold a lot at a time for a total ol $111,000.

V()

News Frcm The Tide
(The Tide was a weekly digest of nrus concerning Pacific Grwe, Monterey and
Carmel published in the late 7930s and early 1.940s.)

Pork Chops Float Ashore
Paclflc Grove's street department had a newJob thls week when a blg
hog floated ashore at the local beach. They had to IInd enough wood to
bulld a flre to burn the carcass, not an easy task conslderlng the
weather we have had. Clty olllclals presumed that the hog had fallen
lnto the Sallnas Rlver at trlgh water and had been washed lnto the bay.
(2/28/411.

Wells Gets New Safe,WholeTownl-ooks On
Rlchard E. Wells, local Jeweler, got a safe yesterday, and lt was a blg
one. Thanks to that event, the town got a lot of amusement. The safe
ls the one formerly used at the post oIIIce, when that lnsHtuUon was lo-
cated on Forest Avenue. The safe was moved from there. down Forest to
Llghthouse, across Paclllc Grove's buslest lntersecUon and to the Wells
establlshment at 549 l/2 Llghthouse.

Supervlslng the movlng, whlle the natlves looked on and offered advlce,
was W. J. Follette, presldent of the Monterey chamber of commerce. He
appeared ln person, lnstructlng h,ls crew of movers, who grunted and
groaned when the golng was tough. It was a flatr for entertalnment, no
doubt, that prompted Btll to brtng trls crew over to do theJob ln the
bustest part of the dsy. (7 /25/ 4L).

Doll House Firc Brings Original Code Signal Use.
A flre tn a doll house and wood shed at the Roy M. Wrlght resldence,
312 Cypress avenue, resulted ln the flrst code alarm on PaclIIc Grove's
new flre whlstle at lO:45 o'clock last ntght. Damage amounted to about
$5O on the former IIre chiefs premlses. (7 /25/ 4Il

Comelius Crlp Gets Some Tires ForThat Dodge!
One of PaciIIc Grove's most famlliar and most remarkable automoblles
ls that Dodge Brothers roadster drlven by Cornellus Culp, Paclflc
Grove's repalr man and blcycle shop proprletor. It was manufactured
back there ln those dlm, dark ages before the Chrysler came lnto belng
and the Dodge became a member of the Chrysler llne.

Now the historlc car ls even more remarkable. For lt recelved the llrst
two new tlres allowed by the Pacflc Grove tlre ratlonlng board. It
seems that Ures ln stock for cars of "obsolete models" are avallable wlth-
out restrlctlon, apparently as long as they Last. The only other Ures ls-
sued by the local board thus far have been to Rlchard Parks, who
comes in the same classiflcaUon.

Thus far. no new tlres have been lssued to any Pacl[Ic Grove motorlsts
as none has been able as yet to qualiS for government approval. Appll-
catlons may be left wlth l,oren Smlth, member of the board, at the Bank
of Amerlca. The board meets each Monday evenlng ln the dlrectors'
room at the publlc museum. Other board members are B. A. Lee and
Mrs. Gladys Dean. (l/3O/42).
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On tlne leJt is Hno Gr.ldsunrthg *Jtotr" utho'died oJeu georc ogo. On the
right is Philotno Cald.sunrthg, utho died, on June 24, 79193 at tle age oJ 98.

Wn"tr our frlend and charter member of the Herltage Soclety,
Phlloma Goldsworthy, dled ln June, lt brought to mlnd an edltortal
wrltten by Blll Gould for the Tlde back ln 1940. He wrote lt for Dantel
I.eary, but I'm borrowlng some of hls words as they are approprlate
here.

Every communlt5r, partlcularly one of the slze of Paclflc Grove, has a
certaln group of old-ttme resldents who are regarded as representa-
tlve of the town's past, people who have been around long enough to
be taken for granted. These are the ones for whom the former resl-
dent always looks when he returns for a vlslt. The old town would
not look the same wlthout them. And lt wouldn't be the same elther.

In June, Paclflc Grove lost such a clUzen, and PaclIIc Grove will never
be the same agaln. It ls sometJrlng ltke when men cut down a tree.
It may have been growlng somewhat lnJirm and there may be one or
several young trees planted tn lts place, but when lt comes down,
there ls a blank space ln the slcy and the vlew ls never qulte the
sarne. Paclflc Grove ls not very old as cltles go, and the old-tlmers
who are passlng now are the last of those who can remember the city
ln lts lnfancy. They are the ones who helped glve lt lts orlglnal char-
acter and directlon. Soon there wlU be none except those who have
bullt upon the foundatlon of others.

The Heritage Soclety, and the communlt5r, honor and remember
Phlloma Goldsworthy, a frtendly woman who knew and loved her
home town for a long tlme.

/0

Herito,ge Society furd memfur l4nne Horter pre*nts the Heritage
Society's Philoma coldfllo.rt|n,g Scholarchip checkJor gSOO to Michroel A.
Lornnis oJ 827 2nd Street ia Pocilic Groue. Micho;el gro'duated utith a 4.06
GPA and, will be ottending Santa Clcra.

New Members

Daniel & Sandi kwtschuk Mrs. Ruth McCampbell
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Share The Heritage With A Friend
Arurual Family Membership $L0.00

Members receive The Banrd nnd Bntten newsletter of the Heritage Soci-
ety of Pacific Grove.

Name:

Address: i

Zip,

Phone:

&( Please return to The Pacific Grove Heritage Society
Box 1007 * Pacific Grove, CA 93950 * Telephone3T2-2899
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P.O Box 1007
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Board of Directors
President: Irene Tope
Vice President: C,eoff Wakh
Treasurer: Don Beals
Secretary: CarrolPatterson

Marilyn Arioto Katy & Tim Cadigan
Bob dease Bill'Edeen
Bobbie Hall Patrick Harr
Lvnne Harter Elizabeth Moore
Muriel Pybum Adam Weiland

The Board and Batten Staff
Adam Weiland
Colin Goueh
Richard K.-Price
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