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Pacific Grove Curfew and Fire Bell
(includes resesrch done by G.W. Robinson in 7979)

,T\
I he flrst (and only) curfew bell was a glft from Dr. L. D. Stone of
San Franclsco. who had a surnrner cottage atfi2 Ughthouse
Ave. He bought the bell for 5O cents at an old church belng torn
down ln San Franclsco ln 1884. It was sald that he had lt sent to
Paclflc Grove on a ra.ft. He gave the bell to the clty and lt was
flrst lnstalled ln 1885 ln a small room at the Ore statlon at 169
Fountaln, colncldentally located behtnd Dr. Stone's resldence (see
map below).

Sometlme between 1888 and 1892, a wobbly tower was erected
on top of the flre statlon (see cover photo) and the bell was hung
there. In 1894, the Flrst Call Volunteer FIre Department -ofllclal-

$ bought the bell from the clty for $6.00.

The curfew bell was rung nlghily at 8:OO p.m. (9:OO p.m. ln the
summer) as a slgnal for all ctrlldren under 18 years of age to be
home. It was rung agaln at IO:OO p.m. as a slgnal for all ac-
UvlUes to stop and all ltghts to be extlngulshed. Thls was done
from l8B5 until 1912.

In September of 1912, the beU was moved to the then new flre sta-
tlon ln the Clty Hall on the corner of Forest and [.aurel. In 1939.
the new llre whlstle was lnstalled and the bell was us€d for for-
mal occaslons only. On July 7, 1952, the bell was moved to the
clt5r corporaUon yard and stored. On June 30, 1953, the bell was
moved to lts present locatlon at 6O0 Plne Street ln front of the
current Flre StaUon.
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Letter From Pacific Grove Retreat

(As published in the December 20, 1886 issue of te Del Mmte WAVEI

A
A New year's gree6ng that would go forttr from the Grove near
Monterey, wlth approprlate meanlng. seems wrought lnto the
words that last surrmer were heard echolng through these
woods, when Chautauqua hosts came trlther ln thelr glad
pilgrtmage:

'AI[ fisit, alI fnit u rtc rcw;
lIfu futurc tics tik c worff ruw'6orn,
At sueped in sunsftbu snl mbts of norn'
An{ arcfrc[ utitfi o cfoulkss 6[w-
AII fruit, stt frgit u tfie new.

'AI[ tfrings, al[ tfrings ore gours;
lIfu spoik of nations, tfu otts su6finu'
llhot arei tfu agu fton o[trtst timc,
llfuTlorf, tfiatfor oye cntures-
AII tfiings, al[ tftings orc yours.'

The contents of the above stanzas seem to most flttlngly expness
what ls breathed now ln the very atmosphere of thls qulet
Retreat, as on the borderland of a new year. Whlle castlng
retrospecUve glances over the past, we gl"dly turn to mlngle ln

the actlve enterprlse reallsUc of the future prosperlty.

The pleasures attendant upon ChrlstmastldeJust now center all
tnought ln that one dlrectlon. Each day brlngs the sounds of the
Chrlstmas bells clearer and clearer to llstenlng chlldren, young
and old. Llvely preparatlons for the fesUval are belng made here
ln the Grove. The chlldren of the Methodlst-Eplscopal Sunday
school, asslsted by thetr varlous muslcal frlends. are to glve the
Cantata'St. Nlcholas- on Chrlstmas eve-the Chrlstmas tree and
glfts duly arranged for ln the scenes of the Cantata. Mlss Wood-
ward, Mlss Crane and Mr. Crosby are ln charge of the rehearsals,
and there ls promlse of a dellghtful occaslon to ttrose who come
trlther for the Chlldren's Festlval.

The last entertalnment announced was that wtrlch took place on
Frlday evenlng, Dec. 12, under the ausptces of the [-adles'Soclal
Unlon. to make a sale of arttcles for the beneflt of the Ubrary
fund. Thelr organDaUon ls devoted excluslvely to furtherlng the
lnterests of ttre publtc library, and at thelr Orst annual meetlng ln
November the reports lndlcated to what extent the work they had

lnaugurated had advanced. A very pleaslng program. conslstlng
of vocal and lnstmmental muslc. readlngs and recltatlons, was
llstened to early ln the evenlng. before the sale of the artlcles was
entered upon. The ladles who graclously asslsted ln the entertaln-
ment were Mrs. C.L. Boyers, Mrs. Albert Heath. Mrs. Wm.
Devlne, Mrs. Taylor, Mlss Lawrey and Mlss Rose Healy. Rev. T.H.
Slnex represented the Llbrary A.ssoclatlon and preslded durlng
the evenlng.

As the Chrlstmas bells rlng out clearer and clearer, and the
sound becomes ever nearer and nearer. we hear another bell that
has woven ltself lnto the chlme. We pause, llsten, for the sound
ls unfamlllar ln thls lone ptne forest- 'Us the sound of a weddlng
bell. The conflrmatlon of the above facts was made known on
December l4th, when the cards were lssued announclng the mar-
rlage of Mlss l-oulsa Van Volldnburgfu and Mr. J. Fredlrlc Feese.
to be celebrated Chrlstmas nlght at the resldence of the brlde's
relatlves. Mr. and Mrs. H.H. Ttlton, on Carmel Avenue. The brlde-
elect has recently arrlved from New York, and ls, therefore. a crrm-
paratlve stranger. The groom, howwer, ls a resldent of the
Grove, well known and hlghly regarded tn the communl$r.

The Paclflc Improvement Company stlll contlnues to broaden the
range of lts lmprovements; many new drlveways are betng hfd
out, the Ltghthouse Road recelvlng an addltlon tn wldth. The
parks that are hlghly ornamental to the avenue are located near
the entrance to the Grove, ln vlew of L.D. Stone's resldence and
that of the superlntendent Mr. Johnson. The drlve to t"ake MaJel-
la, a lovely spot burled deep ln the woods, about a mlle and a half
dlstant, ls to be made partfcularly attractlve; lt ls the favorlte
pleasure ground, and the whlte sand hills ln close proldmlty ex-
clte general admlratlon.

The llst of buslness houses ls recelvlng a promlnent addltlon ln
the erecUon of a bulldlng purposed to be for the locatlng of Wells
Fargo Express OfIIce, Post-ofllcc, and Exchange Bank. Cltlzens
exprress great sattsfactlon at the prospect of havlng the neces-
slUes ln banlilng buslness at last accommodated. Wlth no bank
ln Monterey, great lnconvenlence has always been experlenced,
and especlally at the tlme that the large assemblles gather here.

The new Eplscopal Church to be erceted tn the Grove wlll doubt-
less be commenced early ln the sprlng. Much lnterest ln ttre un-
dertalitng ls expressed both at home and abroad. The plans wlll
soon be completed and ln the hands of the rector ln charge, Rev.
J.F. Holmes.
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Among the recent arrlvals ls that of MaJor Ben C. Tmman. To
the readers of the WAVE he needs no lntr,oductlon. and to the
resldents of the Grove hls face wlll soon become pleasantly
faml[ar. He was the favored and welcome guest of Mr. and Mrs.
C.L. Boyers durlng hls brlef soJourn-the charmlng hospltallty al-
ways extended by the host and hostess of the Boyers'cottage ls
too wldely known to need our further comment. MaJorTruman
was accompanted by Mr. Rudlslll. the manager of the WAVE. who
tarrted some llttle tlme ln our mldst on "buslness ever lntent,"
and before hls departure had recelved llfty-Ove new subscrlbers-
nearly all the homes ln the Grove now get the WAVE. The people
wlll do well to patronlze lt llberally. for througb the agency of the
WAVE, and the actlve lnterest dlsplayed by lts able manager.
Pactflc Grove's prospertty has materlally advanced, and lt wtll con-
tlnue to be an tmportant factor ln lts growth, as lt starts forth ln
'87 enlarged ln volume and wldely lncreased ln clrculatlon: lt wlll
slng the pralses of PaclIIc Grove to new and fresher melodles. and
falrly andJustJy represent what lt wlll clalm for the future. One
partlcularly attractlve feature of the new volume of the WAVE ls
the serlal story by MaJorTmman, entttled -Dlvorccd on the
Desert.- There ls always a pecullar fasclnatlon surroundlng a
story when the author dwells ln our mldst.

Mr. L. D. Stone and famlly wlll occupy thelr cottage (532 Ugh-
thouse) at the Grove over New Year's. Mr. & Mrs. Hyde, of San
Franclsco. have opened thelr lovely home on Forest (148 Forest,
slnce moved to 2098 Davld Ave) and wlll remaln for the holldays.
Thls week Mr. Hyde purchased the Goodall cottage, (at I5O
Forest) whlch adJolns hls present slte, for $2,7fi.

On New Year's Day lt ls announced that the ladles of Paclflc
Grove lntend qulte generally to be at home to thelr frlends. Those
who wlll recelve: Mrs. Dr. Slnex, Mlss Woodward, Mlss Bolse. at
the parsonage.; Mrs. Franklln Crane, Mlss Crane, Mlss Julla
Herndon, Crane cottage; Mlss Myra Glbson. Mlss Edlth Beach
wlth Mrs. C.L. Boyers at the Boyers cottage; Mrs. Dr. C. L. Roe,
at home; Mrs. M.E. Alllson, at home: Mrs. Albert Heath. at home;
Mrs. Everts, Mlss Mlnnle Dverts, Mlss Fanny [.ow of Sallnas,
Goodall cottage; Mlss Lawrey, Mlss tola l.awrey, Hollenbeck cot-
tage.

Superlntendent J.O. Johnson reports that the demand for bulld-
lng lots contlnues and sales are made every day. Mr. Johnson
wlll enlarge hls new cottage thls wlnter by the erectlon of an addl-
tlonal wlng. R.
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Others Saw Us Through Postcards
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DownThe Piney Path
Nants of olil Pacifc Grwe ltom the Monterq Weekly ARGUS
(S ep temb er- O ctob e r 7 8 8 6)

C by E. C. Davls

o The Seaslde Drug Store at the Grove ls preparlng to close for
the wlnter.

o The P. I. Company wlll s(x)n oorunence the bulldlng of another
story on the Grove Restaurant, to be fltted up lnto rooms for
lodglng purposes.

o The Museum at the Grove ls now about completed.

o A large force of men wene taken over to the Carmel slde
Thursday evenlng to flght a flre ln the woods near Pescadero.

o J. Y. Lummls ls bulldlng another cottage at the Grove forJ. A.
C. Gunter.

o There wlll be skattng at the Grove rtnk tonlght and probably
for the last tlme before closlng up for the wlnter.

o Next Saturday, at lO o'clock, at the Grove, the stock of
grocerles, etc., ln John Mlller's old store wlll be sold at aucUon.

o At l2:4O last nlght an alarm was rung for what proved to be a
flre ln Chlnatown. How lt orlglnated we could not learn, but a
two-story bulldlng, used as a restaurant, and several smaller
ones were destroyed.

o An encounter wlth a skunk ends a vlslt for a Montereyan at
the Grove wtth a young lady and her mom.

Chrishnas At The Inns-Tiresday, December 8th

Tn" SUt Annual Chrlstmas At The Inns Tour wlil be held on
T\resday evenlng, December 8th from 6:3O to 9:3O.

Tlckets are stlll only $IO.OO each and should be purchased ln ad-
v€rnce at the Chamber of Commerce ofllce at Forest & Central
durlng normal buslness hours. The llrst seven tours were sel-
louts, so avold dlsappolntment and get your Uckets now.

Call373-3304 for more lnformatlon. Procceds are dlvlded equally
between the Herltage Soclety and the Art Center.
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NewMembers

Monty & Ramona Rettz

Fran Sherman

Deborah Stark

Walt & Marlan Jacobs and
Carl L. Barber

Darby & Andrea Fuerst

Vlrglnla Wrtght

Ronald & Lconle Graddy

. . t . . . . . . . t . 1 . . r | | | | . . r t t t t t . . | . t . l . . . t t t t | . t . . l t | 1 . . | | | | | . ! t t ! . . . 1 . . . .

Strarc The Heritage With A Friend

Members receive Tte Burd and Battennewslethr of the
Heritage Society of Pacific Gncve.

Name:

Address:

Zip,

Phone:

Citf

State:
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}( Please return to The Pacific Grove Heritage Society
Box 1007 9 Pacitic Grove, CA 93950 C TelephoneST?-2&9B
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