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' i Pacific Grove
Grows
Tents, tents, nothing
but tents!

'i Others Saw Us
Through
Postcards
Pacific Grove in 1908

Down The
Piney Path
Election in December

Arson in Chinatown

A new town called
New Monterey

Good Looks A Hindrance

Pacific Grove. Dec. l. l9O8If women are to
succeed ln business they flnd that beauty ts
a handicap they cannot easily overcome. At
one tlme merchants were under the impres-
sion that a pretty face brought trade. The
ldea has been exploded. The pretty faces at-
tracted customers to thelr counters. but
they were crowds of dudes and loafers who
would buy a 5 cent paper of plns and then
flirt away a dollar's worth of tlme. Further-
more, the handsome girls were sure to be
valn and touchy, and morally certaln to get
married Just when thelr serr,'lces were
needed the most.

The same discovery has been made in
Paclfic Grove offlces. Perhaps the poor glrl
wasn't to blame; she could not help being
good to look at, but the ldlotlc men worldng
in the same ofllce would not leave her
alone. However. results are all that count
ln business. A few years ago a reacflon set
ln agalnst beauty and now pretty faces are
at a discount and will no doubt contlnue to
be tn the future.

? Help Us Find
This House!

contbtued lnslde

Upcorning Eaents

Cftristmas Atlfie Iruu - Derzmber 70, 1991
|ufia 9fott,[,ecture - Decenber 1-2, 1, 991-

'llbtorianTea - Decemher 15, 1-99L



Ws;

lFts
{#;l#'

;i

corttit rued Jrortr Jrortt

Pacific Grove merchants further deplore the fact that on

nunlcrotls itlstances, their handsome female employees have

bcen seen in the company of Monterey swells attendlng movlng

;*"; slrows artrl .t l ter institutiorrs of ques,onable nloral value'

itrey feet that such a practice s9t9 a bad example to other women

ln tlte moclel city and ln general dlstracts from the genteel' cul-

turecl totre of t ltelr buslness establishments'

Pacific Grove Grows
From A Community Of MatyTents

(front ttt old, untlnteLl article by | 'l ' Stinabarger in tlrc Herald)

Du.irtg the summer of l88O' while I was conducting the
, 'Ca l i fo r r l ian ' . inMonterey . Imademyf l rs tv ts l t toPact f i cGrove ln

the capaclty of reporter o. t'"*" gatherer' It was upon the oc-

caslon of the llrst mceting of the Chautauqua soclety ln the

Pactflc Grove Retreat, 
". 

It *tt then called' I came over to lnter-

view the secretary of the society and got lost among the tents'

Tents, tents! nofuring but tents' The woods was full of them'

it*y *"r" of all sizeJand styles, but mostly new' There were no

irot""* as I remember' Only tents and pine trees' There. were no

strects. Llght.house Roacl, riow Llghthouse Avenue after betng

somewhat stratghtened. was ttre Jnly thoroughfare ln or out' and

it rvas dustY, whew!

David Jacks had a monopoly of and did a brlsk business ln rent-

ir'rg t"nt, to the Chautauquans a-nd others ln attendance at the

mEeting, charging from $3 to $lo per day rental' much hlgher lf

they had wooden floors.

Forest Avenue was the flrst lateral maln street to be opened' and

t lrat lecl tot l rcentrancetot l reSeventeetr.mi leDrlvewlrenthat
subsequently was opened to the public' For a number of years

ttre gafe at tire .rpp.t encl of Forest Avenue was the only entrance

to thc Drlve at thts encl' No roatls nor sLrects werc pave(l' not

,u.rir gruu,,fctl. Aftcr tlrc Drtvc was oPelrc(l' the P'I' coltrJratty kcpt

thcir rotrtc Prctty well sprinklccl ln-clry weather' whlch was a

great frelp. iVtt.tl yott got back as far as where Plne Avenue now

ir. yot, were liable to get lost in the woods'
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Others Saw Us Through Postcards
J.B. Norton, then a grocer ln Monterey, obtalned the flrst conces-
slon from the Retreat Assoclatlon for the sale of grocerles wlthln
ttsJurtsdlctlon. There was a boundar5r fence erected, and he and
all other caterers had to stop thelr wagons at thls fence and the
people would come to them and purchase what they requlred.

The land held by the Retreat Assoclailon was located below or
north of Ltghthouse Avenue, and theywerle very parflcular ibout
grantlng concesslons for buslness purposes, and no permtt
whatever could be obtatned for the sale or dlsposal ln any way of
splrltuous or malt liquors of any lidnd. Thts provlslon has been
one of the sttpulatlons lnserted ln all deeds and leases to proper-
ty wtthtn the clty llmtts ever stnce.

When the Paclflc Improvement company opened up the addldon
above Llghthouse, Mr. Norton purchased the land on the
southeast corner of Llghthouse and Forest and erected the flrst
grocery store ln town. This property ls silll held by hts wldow,
and ls consldered one of the most valuable holdlngs tn the clty.

The block between Forest and Slxteenth, extendlng through to
Iaurel, was flrst purchased by the prlvate secretar5r of Davtd
Jacks, who subsequently marrted one of Mr. Jacks' daughters.
He later sold the whole block to Mr. Hollenbeck.

In 1886 the Paclflc Improvement Company co[lmenced the erec-
tlon of qulte a pretentlous hotel on the lower or northern half of
the block bounded by Llghthouse, Fountaln, Central and Grand
avenues, where now stands the Holman department store and
the Penlnsula garage, and named lt "El Carmelo." The southern
half of the block, adJolnlng Ltghthouse, was planted to ornamen-
tal trees. shrubs and flowers.

This hotel was not qutte flntshed when Hotel Del Monte was
burned down ln Aprtl, 1887, but the work on lt was rushed ln
order to provlde accommodatlons for the guests already booked
at the btg hotel. El Carmelo was a lostng proposlflon from the
start, and after a few years the name was changed to "paclflc
Grove Hotel." Under thls name lt conflnued untll about lg16.
when lt was closed up by the company and ttre bulldlng leased to
prlvate partles for a time who used lt as a sort of high school or
academy. Thls school dld not last long, and after a short pertod of
ldleness, (I thlnk tn 1918) the bulldlng was completely torn down
and carted away.
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Down The Pinev Path
Naas of olil Pacifc Grooe from the Monterey ARGUS
(Nwember - December 1.886)

f by E.C. Davls

o J. B. Norton wlll soon bulld a cottage at the Grove and move
out there. (Ed. note: It was 319 Forest and ls no longer there.)

o Mr. & Mrs. J.G. Gosbee (stc) of Santa Clara lntends movtng to
the Grove shortly, to make lt thelr future resldence.

o In December an electlon wlll be held ln Paclflc Grove. The
polls wlll be open at George Laws & Co's real estate ofllce. At
lssue ls a new school, as the present quarters ln the Chapel
(Chautauqua Hall) are cr€rmped. The school now has an atten-
dance of 3O puplls. A good school wlll add much to the attrac-
tlveness of the Grove.

o A flock of gray geese lit near the Llghthouse a few days ago.
Captaln Luce saw them, and gettfng lrr range let drtve wtth
both barrels of hls shotgun, ldllng flve of them.

o The methods of Chlnatown's headman ln collectlng rents for
the P.I. Co. has led to arson there.

o Mr. Crosby, church organlst, who ls about to leave the Grove
to pursue medlcal studles ln San Franclsco, ls presented \iltth
a gold pen, pencll. tnk-stand and rack by Dr. Slnex.

o It ls rumored that the P.I. Co. ls serlously conslderlng the
prospect of puttlng ln an extenslve clrculatlng llbrary at the
Grove.

o Mlss J. Ostram of PaclIIc Grove hasJust flnlshed a large oll
palnttng of "Undlne" and lt wtll be raflled off as soon as the
chances are dlsposed of. Tlckets wlll be on sale ln a day or two.
(Ed. note: Mlss Ostram llved at 351 Pearl, but the house ls no
longer there.)

o Mr. & Mrs. Sam'l Maze moved lnto thelr new cottage at Paclflc
Grove thls week. [Ed. note: 138 Pactflc ts sttll there.)

o The school bond passed successfully, 3f -3. A commlttee of
flve ls appolnted to declde on the locatlon.

o The Delmas Tract between Monterey and Paclflc Grove has
been purchased and a new town to be called New Monterey
wlll be establlshed.

o
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Upcoming Events

Chrishnas AtThe Inns
Tuesday, Decemberl0th
The Tth Annual Chrlstrnas At The Inns totrr wtll be hekl on Tuesday
evenlng, December lOth from 6:30 to 9:3O. Tlckets are still only
$1O.OO each and should be prrrchased ln advance at the Chamber of
Conrmerce offlce at Forest & Central durlng normal buslness hours.
The first slx tours were sellouts, so avold dlsappointment and get
your Uckets now. Please call 373-3304 for lnfo. Proceeds are dlvlded
eqrrally between the llerltage Soctety and the Art Center.

Lecture: 'T.rlia Plath Scientist and Civic Activist"
Thursday, December L2th
The Hertkrge SocietSr ls presenting a free lecture on Julia Platt on
Thursday evenlng, December 12 at7:OO p.m. ln the meeUng room at
Flopklns Marlne StaUon (ln the Boat Works bulldlng). The lecture
will be glven by Dr. Steven 7nLLoll, Professor of Blologr at Wtlllams
College ln Willlanrstown, Massachusetts. Dr. Zottolt has become an
expert on the life and careers of Juha Platt. Maybe we wlll Ilnd out
why she gave up a promislng career as a sclentlst to settle ln Paclflc
Grove. Julia Platt settled ln the Grove around the turn of the century
and later became rnayor. Please don't mlss thls chance to learn more
about thls colorful woman from early Paclflc Grove. Adnrisslon is free
anrl nrore frrlb can be had at 375-4520.

Holiday Splendor Victorian Tea
Sunday, Decemberl5th
The Alzheimer's AssoclaUon, The Herltage Soclety and the Pacific
Grove Art Center are sponsorlng a Vlctorlan Tea to be held on Sun-
day, December 15 from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.at the Marilne Inn at255
Oceanview Blvd tn Pacific Grove. Tlckets are $25.OO each and may be
purchased at the Art Center at 568 Llghthouse. Please call 375-2208
for rnore ltrfornratlon.

Autograph Parties for "Montercy County Place Names"
The Monterey County Historlcal Advisory Corrmlssion will sponsor
ttrree arrtogrzrph parUes to lrrtrodrrcc Donald C. Clark's new book
"Morrtt ' rcy Cotrtrty l) lace Nanrr:s." The parlJes wll l  be at the Thrrnrk'r-
bircl  Bt>ok Store on Novenrber 23, Books and Books ln Sal lnas on
Novenrber 3O, and the Klng Clty Publfc Llbrary on December 7. T}re
hours are from 2:OO to 4:OO p.m. on those days.

Monterey County hlstory buffs wlll flnd a treasure trove of lnforma-
tlon ln the book which boasts over 2,5OO entrles from Abalone Bay to
Zmuclowsld State Beach. Extenslve blbllograptrtc relerences, 6,OOO
cross references, and some 55O hsted maps and charts are also ln-
cluderl.  Please cal l  755-4985 for more lnfonnatlon.
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