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B. A" Eardley
(An historical and biographical record published by Guinn arounil 1900)
rTt
I he gental and popular superlntendent of the Pactflc Improve-
ment Companys lnterests at PaclIIc Gnrve. ls not tndebted for trls
success tn llfe to an lndulgent early fortune or the bacldng of ln-
fluenttal frlends. Rather, hts youth contalned more of dlscourage-
ment than lnsplratlon, and from the age of fourteen necesslt5r
forestalled lncllnatlon ln fastrtonlng the trend of trls abtlltles.

Born ln Salt take Clty, Utah tn 1860, wtrlle hls famllywasJour-
ne5dng from the east to the west. He ls a son of John R. Eardley,
a natlve of England, and a bookkeeper by occupatlon. The elder
Eardley llved for flve years ln Carson Clty, Nevada, and was there
employed as bookkeeper ln the ofllce of the secretary of state. At
tlmes he fllled slmllar posltlons ln Gllroy, Holllster and Sallnas,
and ln 1881 went to Anaconda, Montana, where he ls sttll
engaged tn expert bookkeeplng.

The attendance of B. A. Eardley at the publlc schools was lnter-
rupted at trls fourteenth year, ln order that he mtght prepare for
self-support by learntng the prtnter's trade, wtth the Holllster
Enterprlse. For four years he was assoclated vrtth J. W. Letgh on
the Sallnas Democrat, and ln l88l went to Butt, Montana wlth
the Inter-Mountaln.

The followlng year, owtng to fatllng health, he gave up trts trade tn
favor of less conflnlng work, and became ldentlfled wlth Capllce &
McCune, rallroad contractors and dealers ln general merchan-
dlse. stattoned at WalkeMlle" In 1887 he came to Paclflc Grove
on account of the healttr of trls famlly, and soon after establtshed
the Paclflc Grove Revlew, and ln connectlon therewlth engaged ln
real estate.

In the sprlng of 1889 he became assoclated wtth the flrm whose
Interests he so well manages at the present tlme, a responslblllty
appreclated only by those to those to whom the extent of the
company's undertaldngs ts fully larown. The company owns over
seven thousand acres of land, and ls trrtgattng and lmprovlng
thls whole sectlon of the country, brtngtng thelr mlllton barrels of
water twenty-slx mlles from the Carmel rlver.

May 20, 1888, Mr. Eardley marrled Janet Robson, a natlve of
Sallnas, Callfornla, and they have one daughter, Alma. Mr.
Eardley ls an lnfluenttal factor ln general alfalrs ln Paclflc Grove,
and has been one of ttre chtef supporters and promoters of the
town's varlous enterprlses, conttued on page 4
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B. A Eardley

contlntrcdfromgge 2

At the tlme of lts lncorporatlon ln 1889, he served a term as the
flrst ctty clerk, and has slnce been a member of the clt5r board of
trustees. and actlve ln the government of ttre town. He has been
a notary publtc slnce 1891.

In fraternal clrcles he ls wldely and favorably larown, and he ls
the owner of Robson Hall (584 l12Llghthouse), wlrtch ls used as
a meetlng place for the varlous lodges. He ls a member of Paclflc
Grove Lodge No. 331, F. & A. M., and as an Odd Fellow ls a Past
Noble Grand and member of the state grand lodge.

Although a Presbytertan ln rcllgous bellef, he ls ltberal mtnded tn
the extreme, and ln the absence of a church of that denomlna-
tlon, has cast trls llnes wlth the Methodtst Eplscopal Church, of
wtrlch he ls a member of the board of trustees, and presldent of
the board; also been superlntendent of the Sunday-school, and
Blble class leader.

He ls one of the substantlal buslness men of the town of whlch
he ls an honored cltlzen, and trls many flne personal attrlbutes
have made and retalned hosts of frlends.

Edito/s Notes: ln July of 1909, Eardley sold his property at he comer ol Lightrouse and
Forest to T. A. Work in what was reporled as he most important real estale deal ever
consummated in Pacific Grove. He died at he age of 65 at Bremerlon, Washington, in
April 1926. He is buried in the Pacific Grove cemetery. His widow, Janet, died at he
age of 80 in 1938 in Seattle. ll you wish to leam more about his interesting man, ploaso
soo he local history files at he Pacilic GrovE Library.

Gasperson Finds House!

In ot.last lssue, we publtshed ttre above early undated photo of
a house and asked for help tn locatlng lt. Clty Councllman and
Herttage Soclety member Don Gasperson called fitranks, Don)
and satd the house ls located at I lO l6th Street. He remem-
bered llghttng a small flre ln the rear of the house many years
ago. Colncldentally, the house was butlt by the Paclflc Improve-
ment Co. ln l9O3 and sold to Mrs. Janet Eardley ln 19O4. It
remalned ln the Eardley famrly untll at least 1926. It was used
as a rental. Below ls a current photo.
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Hclfic Imgtvzurlnrclnt Coflrpng @ttagcs on Chrnd Arrcttttc dounftom 2ltc Retreat Qale. tunca stlghtlg nlslble ln backgrcund.
Tw rmte whlCeuaslvd so ubltori dldn'i go bump In th€ nlghJ. Photo clrca 1887,



DownThe Piney Path
Naas of olil Pacifc Groae from the Monterey Weekly Cypress
(lanuary - February 7889)

* by E.C. Davls

o Ctrlnese New Year was celebrated at the Grove by JlmJtm. He
enllvened ttrtngs by flrtng off several bunches of flre crackers.

o W. F. Cole, mlsslng Grovlte, presumed drowned when trts sldfr
overturned down the coast, ls seen rtdtng a wtrlte mule bare-
backed lnto Monterey stables

o Work on the roads ln the Grove and around the drlve ls
progresslng rapldly. By next surlmer we wlll have some of the
best roads ln the state.

o The Grove school ls progresslng nlcely. The prtmary depart-
ment ls taught by Mtss Stella Gosby, who seems to glve good
satlsfactlon.

o Jaclnto Fellz was yesterday arrested by Constable Plnto for
brealdng down the gate of ttre pound at PaclIIc Grove and
Itberatlng some cattle of trts.

o R. Mttchell entertalned a progresslve euchre parly on Wednes-
day evenlng last.

o Mr. John Paddleford of lowa has purchased two beautlful lots
on Plne Avenue and wlll bulld a cozy cottage thereon.

o Mtss Fttts of the Grove Klndergarten has returned from her
vlslt to San Jose and wlll re-open her school next Wednesday.

o The people of the Grove contemplate butldlng a new brldge on
Plne Avenue near the school house. The lmprovement ls much
needed.

o Dr. Otts Glbson, founder of the Chlnese Mtsston (at
Chlnatown) and a great worker ln behalf of Chlnese Chrls-
tlanlzatlon, dled at hls home tn San Franclsco Frtday.

o The Pactflc Grove Hook and Ladder and Hose Company #1 had
a drlll Thursday nlght.

o A new French restaurant has been started on Forest Avenue.

o We are havlng the flnest weather of the seasonJust now.
Some people have an tdea that we wtll have an earthquake ln
thls sectlon but we hope they are mlstaken.

Others Saw Us Thrcugh Postcards
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Contractor News Frcm TheHqald

1929 - M.J. Murphy ls butldtng a $25OO resldence at 416
Nlneteenth street ln Paclflc Grove. It ts 32 by 23 overall
and wtll have flve nooms. The roof ls composltlon, the
floors hardwood. There ls one flreplace and the walls are
plaster lnslde. Murphy ts both owner and bullder.

1929 - On ttre northwest corner of Wllow street and Plne avenue
ln PaclIIc Grove, Nevman and Halstead, the penlnsula
contractors, atre dotng some work for T.A. Work Jr. A per-
mtt to butld a 24 by 24 foot one story dwelltng wlth a con-
crete foundatlon, and a shtngle roof, has been granted by
the Grove bulldlng lnspector. There wlll be plne floors,
three rooms and a bath, a flreplace tn the ltvlng room.
The flnlsh wlll be rustlc outslde and plaster lnslde. TWo
thousand dollars ls the estlmated cost.

1929 - J. H. Clark, the PaclIIc Grove contractor, hasJust
completed a home at the corner of Seventh and Glbson
streets, whlch ls halled as a llttle masterplece. There are
two bedrooms, a large llvlng room, dtnlng noom, bath,
ldtchen and alcove entrance. The color of the walls out-
stde ls reddlsh. On a trlangular lot the house ls speclally
deslgned to meet lts pecullar needs and lts angles ln no
way conlltct \rlth the shape of the lot. There ls of course a
flne flreplace ln the llvlng noom. Ltke the rest of the
house, that room ls flntshed ln whlte plaster, spaded. The
floor ls hardwood.

1931 - TWo homes (4ll and 415 Park street) were started
recently ln the M. J. Murphy, Inc. block lr Paclflc Grove,
bounded by Nlneteenth, Park, Spmce and Ptne streets.
One house ls belng butlt for Mrs. Rose Ruotolo and the
other wlll be bullt to be sold later. Both homes are of the
Spanlsh type and each has flve rooms, two bedrooms,
llvlng room, dtntng noom, lidtchen and bathroom, as well
as basements. No subcontracts have been let to date.
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Endnecs cand donated bg Jean Littlcpogp. C. t Johnst on u:as ft.er
gat-unclc.

NewMembers

Mary Flnnegan Robert & Jean Wlllams

Sharc The Heritage With A Friend

Annual Family Meurbenhip $10.fi)

! Members receive The Board and Batten newsldter of the
! Heritagesociety of Pacific Grove.

t0 $( Please return to The Pacific Grove Heritage Society
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