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Stories

? Others Saw Us
^ Through- 

Postcards
United Presbyterian
Church - 173

t The Pacific
Grove Academy
An irutitution to "fit
pupils for the
university"

I Down the
Piney Path
Mr. Crosby receives
apples; Miss Norton
visits Florida; Mrs
Hollenbeckplans a
business block

t Scholarship
News
The Heritage Society
establishes a
scholarship for Pacif ic
Grove High School
students

Plaque Number 4ff Awarded

,Tr
I he Herltage Soclety of Paclflc Grove
recentJy awarded lts 4OOth plaque to 642
Plne Avenue. The house was bullt tn l9O5
and the flrst owner was Eva B. McKenzle.
The current owners. Jean Louls and Judlth
Forclna recelved thetr plaque on Saturday
December I, l99O and lmmedtately placed
It ln thelr front entrance wlndow. Mr. &
Mrs. Forclna have owned the house for the
past flfteen years.

The flrst plaque was awarded ln July 1978
to Kent & Joyce Cherry at225 Central
Avenue, bullt ln 1884 for Judge/Senator
L,angford. It ls stlll owned by Mr. & Mrs.
Cherry and they run lt as a Bed & Break-
fast Inn called the Gatehouse Inn.

Plaques are presented wlthout charge to
homes ln Paclflc Grove bullt ln l9IO or ear-
Iter whlch stlll retatn thelr orlgtnal style and
character. The plaque must be requested
by the owner. The long-standtng commlttee
responslble for creating the plaques con-
slsts of Steve Honegger, Davld Stocker,
Vanessa Bredthauer, Lowell Battcher. Alex
Rodrtguez and Adam Welland.

22ndAnnual Victorian Home Tour
Sunday Aptil21.,799L

(Deteils in next issue)
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Built cs the rlnited Presbgterian church sometimc futu;een rgos oir.d Lgl4,
it later becam.e the First pentecostol Church. The stnrcture uas
demolished. in the 796Os.

Others Saw Us Through Postcards
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The Pacific Grove Academy (189L-1.896)
+ by E. C. Davls

In tfr" hte lgth Century, the Methodlst Church was ldenttfled
wlth educatton and had establlshed the promlslng Unlverslty of
the Paclflc ln Northern Callfornta. Before thls became flrmly es-
tabttshed on lts present czrmpus near Stockton, there was a Napa
branch and an embryonlc branch at Pact{lc Grove.

Paclflc Grove was planned as a Methodlst Retreat but slowly be-
carne a tourlst resort, then a town. A town needed a school and
the Retreat Assoclatlon provlded a publlc grade school. As tlme
went on, the need for a hlgh school became acute.

To solve the problem, the Retreat Assoclatlon consldered an
'Academy', an lnstltutlon to 'flt puplls for the universlty.- There
would be a small tuition and there would be buslness and technl-
cal traintng. Vocatlonal tratnlng was all the rage tn thts era. It
mlght be added that the Unlversit;r of the Paclflc began as a
preparatory school; Stanford Unlverslty planned for such a pro-
gram.

There was talk of the Academy as part of the Unlverslt5r of the
Paclflc and that was how lt was seen when lt opened ln Aprtl of
189 t . Paclflc Grove resldents were famlllar wtth the stght of the
founders of the Unlverslty of the Paclflc; two of them retlred to
Paclflc Grove. the Rev. T. H. Slnex and the Rev. F. F. Jewell.
Judge Brlggs, a perrnanent resldent, was ttre brother of another
founder, Rev. M. C. Brlggs. Each had a streets named after htm
ln Paclflc Grove.

A large room (see center fold) tn the enormous new Methodlst
Church was asslgned to the Academy and teachers obtalned.

Posstbly the Academy could have developed tnto sometfrlng per-
manent lf flnanclal problems hadn't beset the Unlverslty of the
Paclflc at thls tlme. The Grove Academy fell by the wayslde, as
dld the branch at Napa and by 1896 the Academy was no more.
Lttile ls known about lt, although a leallet edsts descrlblng lt.
The leallet ls undated, but was probably lssued ln 1894 and llsts
the faculty and tultlon.

The Paclflc Grove REVIEW, a non-sectarlan weekly newspaper,
glves a few words of lnformatlon concemtng the Academy from
tlme to tlme.

Nothlng was sald of lts demlse, though several montfrs after lt
ceased to exist, the REMEW reported that the Academy room at
the Church had been glven to the Epworth league and that there
would be a readlng room there ln the evenlngs.

The beglnnlngs of the Academy were more ausplcious, In June of
1892, lt was announced ln the REVIEW that betweenTS and IOO
students were enrolled. l^ater ln the year, evenlng classes were
announced ln bookkeeptng, arithmettc and buslness law. At the
same tlme, the REVIEW stated that 6O students were enrolled for
the fall term, and that the Academy was looklng for a butldtng of
Its own. In 1893, the REMEW reported that a large number of
students were enrolled ln the buslness courses. In December
1893, 3O to 40 students were said to be enrolled. In June of
1895, the semester was declared by the REVIBW to be a success,
as there was no room to accommodate more students. At that
tlme the Retreat Assoclatlon was consldertng putflng up a build-
lng for the Academy.

In January of 1896, the Academy opened 'wtth an lncreased
number of students- and then, suddenly, the Academy ceased to
edst. At about this tlme, the Retreat Assoclatlon declded to or-
ganlze a publlc hlgh school, wfth a room ln the grade school as
Its own.

One of the Faculty of ttre Academy was Professor Joseph K.
Oliver, aged 30, prevlously an art lnstructor at Kansas Normal
College. He took an offered posltton at the Academy and came
with hls brother John Horner Ollver, who was prtnclpal. They
were from Pennsylvanla and born the same year. Whether they
were hvins or qulckly on each other's heels we do not know.
Joseph K. Ollver was to become a Monterey Penlnsula per-
sonallty. He opened an art and curlo shop ln Monterey ln lB95
whtch became well known. He was a clvlc leader as well as a
palnter and photographer.

John Oliver, whose educatlonal background ls summarlzed ln the
aforementloned leallet, had quallttes qulte different from those of
hls brother. At the ttme Joseph opened hls curlo shop, John
rented an orchard to do -hortlcultural experlments.' He and hts
wtfe left for Kentuc$ when the Academy closed, but returned to
Monterey count5r a year later. In 1898 he helped reorganlze the
count5r government. A year after that he left for [,os Angeles and
nothing more was heard of hlm.

(Edito/s note: The Pacific Grove Academy should not be confused with the Military
Academy which was located for awhile on what is now the Dively property.)



Bas€ment noom at the old' ltf. E Church lul.hete tlre Academgfirct hetd lts ctasses. rlfter the Academg cled, the room uns used bg Jlrc \nllprrth league.



9l! y, E. Church on Lighthouse betuteen TZtn. & I8ilt, uherc ilrc Acod.emy
held its classes in the basetnent. photo taken around lggc., soon qfter
construction uas completed,.
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DOWNTHE PINEYPATTI
Nrzts of Pacifc Groae from the Monterey WEEKLY CyPRESS (lanuary 7889)

* by E.C. Davls

r A petitlon ls belng slgped for the early extenslon of the rallway
llne to the Grove. Of course, everybody slgned tt.

r Water ls still belng poured lnto the great reservolr. On
Thursday lt contalned 3O,OOO,OOO gallons.

r An effort ls belng made to have a brldge constructed across
the gulch on Plne Avenue.

Mr. Crosby has recelved a barrel of York State apples and ls
busy dlstrlbuttng them among hts frlends.

Mlss Norton, a teacher employed by the State Normal School
(San Jose State Unlversl$r) spent a few days at her resldence
ln Paciflc Grove preparatory to leavlng for Florlda, where she
wtll vislt relatlves.

A shootlng match was planned between an expert rtfle shot
from Austrla and a noted marksman from Italv but the meet
was postponed due to weather.

Roads between Monterey and Paclflc Grove are belng flxed.

Mrs. Hollenbeck wtll shorily begtn the erectlon of a buslness
block to meet the lncreaslng demand of trade.

Photo taken in la9O, soon qfter tlrc rtilutag line ua.s extended to Pacific
Grooe.
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Scholarship News
Appltcatlons are now belng taken for the Phtloma Goldsworthy
Scholarshlp. The Herltage Soclety recently establlshed thts
scholarshlp for the purpose of promotlng an lnterest ln local hls-
tory and hlstorlc preserwatlon among hlgh school students. The
$5OO cash scholarshlp wlll be awarded to a qualllled Paclflc
Grove Hlgh School senlor ln May 1991.

Information about applylng for the scholarshlp ls avallable from
the Pacl{Ic Grove Hlgh School Counsellng OfIIce, or by wrttlng the
Herlf'ge Soclety at P.O. Box 1OO7 ln Paclflc Grove.

Congratulations
Congratulatlons to Herttage Soctety Board Member Bob Dease on
hls appolntment to the Archltectural Revlew Board. Congratula-
tlons also to former Board Member Davtd Stocker on hts appolnt-
ment to the Plannlng Commlsslon.

New Members

Mr. & Mrs. Ervln Kruse Loulse Cowen Flchter

Sharc The Heritage With A Friend
Annual Family Membership $10.00

Members receive The Board andBatten newsletter of the
Heritage Society of Pacific Grrcve.
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Board of Directors

President: Adam Weiland
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