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Rens*la.er Lutlvr (R. L.) Holnan
Founder oJ Holmon's Dc1tartflrrnt Store



Holman's Depar{ment Store
Y T

.[-lolman's Department Store was founded by R. L. Holman ln
1891. Mr. Holman came to the Grove from Sacramento where he
had engaged ln the wholesale hardware and tmplement buslness.
Under the name of Towle & Holman, the flrst store ln l89l occu-
pled a slte at the corner of Llghthouse & Forest avenues. where
the Grove Pharmary ls now located. In those days the bulldlngs
were qulte a blt above the street level and lt was necessary to
mount a lllght of stalrs to enter the store from the street. Care-
fully watchlng the needs of the people of the Grove, Holman soon
became a popular merchant. and up the long fUght of wooden
stalrs leadlng to the shop, passed most of the men and women of
the town.

Wlth dreams of progress and plans for expanslon, Holman
started the long march of locatlon changes. The flrst move was to
the Lloyd Bulldtng (south stde of Ughthouse between Forest and
l6th), at that tlme one of the most lmposlng structures ln the
Grove. A-fter a short stay there, the store moved across the street
ln 1897 to the old Roblnson Block, on the north slde of Llght-
house between Forest and l6th. All the bulldlngs ln the old Rob-
Inson Block were demollshed ln l93O when the Flrst NaUonal
Bank bulldlng was bullt.

In l9O3 a maJor step ln expanslon was taken when the maln
store was moved to lTth & Ltghthouse. to the bulldlng now hous-
lng Ron's Llquors. Holman retalned the Robinson Block store.
however, as a furnlture store. Ttvo years later. ln 1905, R.L. Hol-
man handed over the store management to hls sons W.R. Hol-
man and C.E. Holman and the store moved agaln to quarters
whtch tt occupled for the next 19 years on the slte of the Grove
Theater bulldlng. Please see photo on next page. At thls ttme lt be-
came a real department store. hor to that lt had been slmply a
general store. In 1913, the need for addltlonal space resulted ln
the acqulsltlon of the old Wnston Butldlng, gtvlng the store front-
age for a full block on Llghthouse Avenue. At that ttme they bullt
a galvanlzed lron wlng ln the rear to house the new grocery de-
partment.

ln 1924 came the blggest event ln the store's hlstory when the
present bulldtng was erected on Llghthouse between Fountaln
and Grand. When built. tt was on$ three floors. The fourth and
flfth floors were added seven years later ln 1931, along wlth the
elevators. W. R. Holman added the floors durtng the depresslon
to glve work to the men ln town and to demonstrate hls confl-
dence ln Paclflc Grove as a buslness locatlon.
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Holman's Store Attains World Wide Reputation
(From tlrc March 8, 1935 issue of the Tide)

I;nnng Paclflc Grove wlth every state ln the Unlon and practt-
cally every countr5r ln the world ls a merchandlslng lnstltuflon
whlch holds a unlque posltton tn the commerclal world -
Holman's. Probably no where else ln the world ls a store of lts
scope to be found ln a communlty wlth as small a populaUon as
Paclflc Grove.

Records of lts shtpptng department lndlcate customers ln most
towns of Californla, ln every one of the 48 states and ln many for-
elgn countrles, lncludlng Morocco, Scotland, England, Russla,
Australla, Chlna, Norway and Belglum. Ietters from past or pro-
spectlve patrons arrlve dally, some of them vaguely addressed but
all lndlcatlng Holman's has lmpressed them. For example, tn the
correspondence flle can be found a letter addressed to: -The Blg
Dry Goods Store at Paciflc Grove.-

Many facts concernlng the store's dlmenslons and the extent of
Its merchandlslng are regarded by buslnessmen ever5nvhere as llt-
tle short of mlraculous. For example, lt ls one of the largest deal-
ers of Catallna pottery anywhere ln the United States, shlpplng
thls currently popular product to patrons throughout the east
and mtddle west. Its floor space ls the largest between San Fran-
clsco and tos Angeles. It consumes IOO tons of wrapplng paper
annually and has on lts year-round payroll l2O people. Thls
number ls greatly lncreased ln the pre-Chrlstmas season.

Top TWo Floore Added ln 1931

When the top two floors were added ln 1931, the fourth floor was
dedlcated to furnlture, featurlng ten departments and 22 com-
pletely furnlshed rooms. From the fourth floor there ls a windlng
stalrcase leadlng to the flfth floor (the roo0. There you wtll flnd
two lounge rooms, each 25 by 4O. One ls for the general publlc
and the other for store employees. The employee's lounge wlll be
for use as a lounge, a lecture room, meeUng room and for parties.
Eleven blds were made for the concesslon rtghts to the publlc
lounge. It seemed to many people an ldeal place for a restaurant
or tea room. None of these offers was consldered by Mr. Holman.
'I want,' he sald, 'to have that room for the comfort of my cus-
tomers. Its vlew and settlng are beautlful. It wlll be a comfortable
place to meet your frtends. to rest, to enJoy the sunshlne. I hope
people will use lt and llke lt.'

Ilolmrrn's under constrttction in 7924.



Courtesy of Steve Honegger (and hts Mom)

Others Saw Us Tluough Postcards
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,, MIR=O=KLEE,R
J?ril"rtion o{ Laster Pcr{ection

"Mir-O -Kleer/' Kays"t's lltouless shccr, wi

rcflcct your Easter costume pcrfcction. This be"

tiful hose is clearer,sheerer and nc de.ret.

tl'*^.u 
"lHosiery Dept., Main Floor, Right
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Down The Pinev Path
News of old Pacifc Groue from the Monterey Argus (lanuary - February 1886)
$ by E. C. Davls

+ The New Year was seen ln at the Parlor. At l2 midnlght there
was aJubllee of plates, teaspoons and flsh horns.

+ Mr. Berwick and famlly, of Carmel Valley, took New year's
dlnner at thelr cottage ln Paclflc Grove.

The ladtes of the Chlnese Misslon tender thelr slncere thanks
to the ldnd ladles of Paclflc Grove for thelr generous Chrlst-
mas donatlons. (Slgned) Mrs. E.L.Wlson; Mlss North; Mtss
Schaefer.

25O,OOO feet of lumber has arrived by schooner for David
Jacks.

There are now between llfty and slxty famf[es resldlng perma-
nently ln the Grove.

The P.I. Co. and many citlzens are slaylng our giant plnes
slnce the storm. 'Spare the axe' for wlthout these beauflful
trees Paclflc Grove would be non est.

The P.I. Co. wlll soon erect a handsome octagonal edlflce on
Grand Avenue to be used by the Chautauqua l-ecture Serles
as a museum, where a flne collecflon of hlstorlcal and scien-
tlflc obJects wlll soon be gathered.

+ The wlld waves are dolng a lot of loud tallidng the last few
days.

New Facts From Past Issues

Oct/Nov'93: Pg lO: Dbde ke Ray, who left pactftc Grove and
later became Governor of Washtngton, dled recenily. Her
obituary was ln the Herald.

April/May'93; Pg 6,7: I IO loth Street was moved from 264
Llghthouse ln 1923.

Oct/Nov'93; Pg 9: I 12 Fountaln was turned around and
moved on the lot ln l9O8 and ls now called I 15 Grand.

Aug/Sept '93; Pg 9: Bodflsh House at t26 (128) Forest was
demollshed ln 1947.

/o
//

Calendar of Events-L994
February 9: Annual membershlp meetlng & elecUon
Aprll l5: Qullt Show Prevlew PartY
Apr l l  16,17:  Qut l tShow
Aprll 16,17: Good Old Days Celebratlon downtown
May 12: PreservaUon Week Home Awards
July 25-31: Feast of l-a.nterns
October 8: Butterlly Parade
October 9: 25th Annual Vlctorlan Home Tour
December 6: Chrlstmas At The Inns.

NewMembers

Ada Crossman

Kevln & Llnda Smith

Peggl & Gary Drach

Donald & Wtlla Jean Scott

Carl & Donna Stewart

Chrlstlne Beard &
Davld Goldblatt

Wendy & Tom Ryan

Cathle & Blll Peck

Beverly & John Ryan

Phyllls Jorgensen Koch

Tlm Patterson

Klrste Wlde & Paul Mlller
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Share The Heritage With A Friend
Annual Family Membership $10.00

Members receive Tlw Bmrd and Batten newsletter of the Heritage Soci-
ety of Pacific Crove.

Name:

Address:

City:

Phone:

&( Please return to The Pacific Grove Heritage Society
Box'f 007 * Pacific Grove, CA 93950 * Telephone3T2-2898
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