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Tueeday Dec eanber 7, 1993

Willio'm'tuth'h;ousc- Smith lA69 - |947



Pioneer Developer of Pacific Grcve Beach
Dies at Rest Home
n
I{equlem Mass was held Saturday morntng at the San Carlos Catho-
llc church forWlllam Fleldlng Smlth, who passed away after a long
perld of lllness.

Smlth, who was lnstrumental ln the danelopment of the Paclflc Grove
waterfront, was born on November 7, 1859, ln San Juan Bautlsta,
came to Monterey ln 1864 where hls father, the late James Bennet
Smlth, served as the slxth sherlffof Monterey County. In 1904,
Smfth purchased the slte of the present Paclllc Grove beach, and ln
splte of opposltton, blasted out the rock, and set up a bathhouse,
bathtng resort and boathouse, later cut back the sea wall, length-
ened the beach, and bullt the stone wall and pler.

Mr. Smlth left the Grove ln l9lo, after selltng hts tnterests to the fa-
ther of Reglnald Foster, and embarked upon years of travel, spendlng
two years ln Spaln, seventeen years ln Merdco, flve years ln Cuba,
and long perlods ln Italy, San Domlngo and Haltl, where he operated
a sugar plantation durlngWorld War I. He spent the last fewyears
of hls llfe ln Pactllc Grove.

He ls suMved by hls brother, Pollce Judge Fred Smlth of T\rlare: a
daughter, Mrs. Constance Ferguson of Fall Rlver, Mass.; a nlece,
Mrs. Wlllam Kesemann of Ventura; and a nephew, James F. Smtth
of O:<nard. Funeral servlces were held at the Paul mortuary, and tn-
ternment followed ln the Monterey Cathollc cemetery.

(From the Pacific Grove Tide ol3121147)

Chrishnas At The Inns-Ttresday, December 7

Tn" gtft Annual Chrlstmas At The Inns Tour wtll be held on Tlresday
wenlng, December 7th from 6:30 to 9:30. Thls ls your chance to see
the Centrella, Marttne, Old St. Angela, Gatehouse, Gosby House and
Green Gables Bed & Breakfast Inns ln all thelr hollday $ory.

Tlckets are sttll only $lO.OO each and should be purchased ln ad-
vance at the Chamber of Commerce oIIIce at Forest & Central durlng
normal buslness hours. Please get your tlckets now. Thls event ls
malnly for the locals and we need your attendance to be successful.
Get a group ofyour frlends together and Joln us. Proceeds are dl-
vlded equally between the Heritage Soclety and the Paclflc Grove Art
Center.

Please call 373-33O4 for more lnformatlon.

Herltage Soclety Photo
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DownThe H.nevPath
Nans of old Pacrf c Groae from the Pacifc Grwe Roiant
(N wemb e r-D ecembe r 1 89 0)

O by E. C. Davts

+ The llttle park opposlte Tuttle's Drug Store has been removed.

+ A flght was seen from Garfleld Peak between two whales. The
larger of the two monsters, durlng the flght, Jumped about flf-
teen feet ln the alr.

+ Take Ume by the forelock and buy a lot at Carmellto.

+ Plans are made to run a street rallwav from Del Monte to
Pact{Ic Grove.

+ The cltlzens of Chinatown petltlon the Trustees for the rtght
of thelr chlldren to attend publlc school. The Trustees declde
to bulld a separate school. Thls ls placed on P.I. land and
comfortably fltted. Mary E. Sackett, an Oberlln (Ohto) gradu-
ate, holder of a Callfornla Llfe Dlploma, ls hdred. The school
was opened October 27th wlth'etghteen brlght looldng llttle
mongols.'

The tnevltable tax collector wtll be ln the Grove on Thursday.
There ls no use klcldng. Walk up to the Captaln's ofllce and
pungle.

The Revlew accepts a bag of cblll beans ln exchange for a sub-
scrlptJon.

A nfty dollar reward ls offered for lnformatlon concernlng any-
one huntlng or shootlng without permlsslon wlttrfn El
Pescadero and Pt. Plnos Ranches.

Cltlzens complaln about restrlctlons on dances.

Several trees blow down at the back of the Central Hotel.

+ The ralls for the street car llne have arrlved and are now
belng unloaded.

Others Saw Us Through Postcards
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NewYears Day Firc

Pacific Grove Starts NewYearWith Small Blaze

Th" ft." bell aroused the town on New Years' ntght about seven
o'clock. and the flre department responded promptty to the call,
but fortunately there was no need of thelr servlces. The alarm
was occasloned by an lnclplent flre at the home of Mlss E. L. Vlr-
gtn at f 35 l6th Street near the Home Inn.

Mlss Vlrgln was absent from home at the Ume of the flre, and
knew nothlng of lt unttl she returned and found her rooms fllled
wlth people engaged ln extlngulshlng the flames. Durlng her ab-
sence someone took a lamp from lts accustomed place and care-
lessly set lt where lt stood wlthln a few lnches of the art burlap
whlch takes the place of plaster upon the walls and celllng. The
lady who moved the lamp and then left the room and on return-
lng ln a few moments she found the burlap ablazn and the room
flIled wtth smoke. She at once gave the alarm, and pendtng the
arrlval of the flre apparatus those who responded to the call
promptly brought garden hose lnto play and ln a few moments
they had the flre extlngulshed, and when the flre laddles reached
the scene there was nothlng left for them to do. They showed
thelr wllllngness, however, by respondlng to the call of flre as
promptly as they could, and thelr seMces would have proved ln-
valuable had not the garden hose been sufflclent.

Mlss Vlrgin has no lnsurance, and her loss wlll be about three
hundred dollars, as near as she can now estlmate lt. The burlap
was burned from the celllng all through the cottage, the wood
work was charred ln many places, the rugs practlcally rulned
and the furnlture damaged.

Thls flre showed concluslvely that the Grove ls sadly ln need of
better flre flghttng apparatus and a well drllled flre department.
Had there been a hght chemlcal engine at hand, lt could have
been taken to the scene of the flre ln a few mlnutes Ume. Even
the locatlon of the flre hydrants ls not well enough known to
make prompt servlce posslble, and much valuable tlme ls lost ln
locatlng the one nearest the flre by those who run wtth the hose
cart. Somethlng should be done before we have a serlous confla-
gratlon and blg loss of property. Had the flre galned headway lt
would certalnly have stood a good chance of sweeplng over a
number of blocks, for the houses are very close together In that
nelghborhood.

(Note: The above is from the January 2, 1908 edition of the Pacilic Grove Daily Beview.
The cottage stillstands at 13516th Street.)

Callfomta State Llbrary-Clrca l89O ts
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News FromTheTide
(llrc Tide was aweekly digest of nnus concerning Pacifc Groue, Monterey and
Carmel published in the late 193{ur- and early 1940s.)

CanYou BeatIt?
Wednesday evenlng we had a plcnlc supper on the beach. At 6:30
o'clock, the swimmlng pool silll had a large number of customers and
there actually were several swlmmers ln the surf. When we left an
hour later, there sttll were mzrny people ln llght, suruner garb, enJoy-
lng the balmy evenlng. We saw householders sltflng on front
porches of houses, spealidng kindly to frlends out for an wenlng
stroll. We set thls down for the beneflt of posterlty. You'll |lve a long
tlme before you see such golngs-on ln Paclfic Grove rgaln.

(stnl42).

Pooch, After Shopping Around Found New Home
A'mostly Cocker Spanlel'named Pooch wlll start 1946 wlth hls own-
ers, the M. Beresons and thetr small son whom he adopted, dog-fash-
lon several weeks ago. The Beresons, an arrny famlly, who llked the
llttle black dog lrnmedlately because he was 'so good wlth chlldren,-
checked his hcense Saturday.

A phone call revealed that he was belng kept by Miss Edlth Gordon
of 288 Central, with whom he was left when hls owner, Dl>de ke Ray
moved to Washlngton D.C. Mlss Gordon, who had retrleved hlm sev-
eral tlmes from the lTth street netghborhood where the Beresons
Itve, sald she was pleased wtth the arrangement. 'He hasn't seemed
happy slnce Mlss Ray left, and now he seems to have found a new
home,'Miss Gordon sald. Mlss Gordon had recentlv taken out a new
llcense for Pooch.

(01/04/46).

StormDamage Is SlightTio Grove Houses, Streets
In marked contrast to a few years ago. when any conflnued raln-
storm brought many wash-outs to Paciflc Grove streets, the 12 day
storm wlth wtdch l94O started has done pracUcally no serlous dam-
age ln thls clty. New storm dralns, lnstalled under the directton of
City Manager Erwln Dames, are held responslble. The new dralns ln-
stalled above Slnex avenue have taken care of water condiUons
whlch formerly washed out Thlrteenth and Fourteenth streets. The
Short street draln has stopped much damage, as have other dralnage
proJects.

Clty Manager Dames lndtcates that edenstve proJects wltl be neces-
sary ln the western portlon of the city as the acreage tracts are bullt
up. Washouts at the eastern end of Pine and Iaurel avenues also
need attentton, but can be cured by street surfaclng, he lndlcates.

(0u1440).
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Horsin'Arurnd

Runaway On Saturday Evening (P.G. Rwiew-Dec.Qlnn
A team belonglng to Glocomazo of Sallnas ran away ln the Grove
on Saturday evenlng. They dashed down Spruce avenue to lgth
street and then ran down l9th street lnto the forest. where they
colltded wlth the trees and came to a halt.

Uttle damage was down to etther the harness or the vetrtcle.
whlle the horses escaped wlth but a few scratches.

NewMemberc

Patrlcta H. Byrne
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Gunn
Ned Herlnger

Joe & Joyce Nunes
Wtlllam Yeager
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Members receive Tfu Burd and Batten newsletter of the Heritage Soci-
ety of Pacific Grcve.
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Shar€ The Heritage l,Vith A Friend
Annual Family Membership $10.00
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Phone:

&( Please return to The Pacific Grove Heritage Society
Box 1007 * Pacific Grove, CA 93950.3. Telephone3T2-2898
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