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Stories

e E. Cooke Smith
President of the
Security State Bank in
Pacific Grove for 53
years

S Down The
Piney Path
Young ladies go on
daily tramps

Ghostly serenade

Home of Mr. Morgan
Everts invaded

Choral Society
meeting

t A Pacific Grove
Pagoda
The only one of its
kind on the Peninsula

t A Chinese
Wedding
A grand time with
transparencies, music
and taper-burning

3 News FrcmThe
Tide
Weekly digest from
the late 1930s and
earlv 1940s.

The Victorian Home Tour has been moved from April to October,
It witl be the Sunday following the Saturday Butterfly Pande.
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Bankers Association Pays Honor
To E. Cooke Smith
(From P. G.Tide 5p.3/41)

E. Cooke Smith, Presldent of the Securtty State Bank, Paclflc Grove,
wlll be honored by the members of the Callfornla Bankers Assocla-
tlon, now meettng ln Pasadena for thelr SOth annlversary conventlon,
Frlday mornlng, [May ZS1, when they present hfm fith a gold medal-
llon ln recognltlon of his 53 years of dlstlngulshed servlce to Callfor-
nla Banklng. Thls presentatlon wlll be part of an lmpresslve
ceremony tn whdch 3O banlclng ploneers who have glven 50 ye€rrs or
more actlve seMce to Californta banklng wlll partlclpate.

Mr. Smith has been president of the Securlty State Bank ln Pacific
Grove for 53 years. He organlzed the Bank of E. Cooke Smlth ln
1889. The name of thls lnstltutlon was later changed to Security
State Bank. Among other poslttons, he was Paclflc Grove's flrst clty
clerk.

In addition to his banklng actlvlUes, Mr. Smith has been llquldator of
Western Paclfic Mortgage & Guarantee Company and Western Group
Securities Company for L7 years. He has played an important part
ln civic alfairs ln Paciflc Grove, having been a member of the city
councll for 29 years, durlng part of whlch tlme he served as Chalr-
man of The Board. He ls presldent of the PaclIIc Grove Museum.

More on E. Cooke Smith
When Mr. Smlth founded hts bank ln 1889, he ran lt from hls real es-
tate office ln a small bulldtng at 569 Llghthouse. As the bank be-
carne more successful, he sold hls real estate buslness to A. E.
Bunker ln 1897. In 19O5, he demolished tris small wooden bank and
bullt hls new bank, stlll standing on the corner of Llghthouse &
Forest (see photo on next page). He rented out space to Mr. Bunker
for hts real estate offlce. His mother. Mrs. Cella Dicliinson Smlth.
llved upstalrs untll her death at age 83 tn 1918. Probably because of
her son's real estate and banlclng connectlons, Mrs. Smith bullt and
owned many homes ln early PacilIc Grove. You will noUce her name,
Mrs. C.D. Smlth, on some of our plaques ln town.

Mr. Smlth was presldent of the Chamber of Commerce unUl he was
elected to the City's Board of Trustees tn 1913. He marrled Patrlcla
Hardwlck (known as Polly) of Olympia, Wash,tngton in l9l7 and they
made thelr home at 6O9 Gibson. ln 1922, hls bank became t]-e
Secudty State Bank and hls buildlng now houses the Flrst Interstate
Bank. He died ln early 1946 at age 84. Hls granddaughter now llves
ln Olympla.
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tunk oJ E. Cooke Smith at 56$57 | Lighthouse built in 1 9O5. Photo circ(r
1915. Now hone oJFirst l^terstate fu^k.
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DownThe Piney Path
Naus from the Monterey ARGUS, March-April 7886

* by E. C. Davis

+ Captaln Luce enJoyed the luxury of rlpe strawberries from the
vlnes he has under culUvatlon at the Pl Ptnos Llghthouse.
How ls that for climatlc condltlons.

+ The young ladles of the Grove have organlzed an amateur
pedestrlan club and daily tramps are made to varlous lnter,
estlng parts of the coast. Some of the "boys" (from town) are
maneuverlng to have the by-laws changed so as to admlt blg-
footed members,

Since the organization of the singing school there is music in
the air night and day.

The latest novelt5r ln bulldlng ls double houslng, sometlmes
called "flats."

It ls sald a ghost and several shades were out serenadlng on
a late rainy nlght. To shoot or not to shoot-so we went to
popplng corn.

The Chinese flshermen of Carmel are moving over to this
side, bagand baggage.

Whew! but didn't it rain last night. But if anyone really
wants to know how hard lt dld pour down, let them hunt up
one of the seven young men who tramped out to the Grove
and all around tt looking for a rumored dance and then
tramped back again through the raln. F.M. says his overcoat
welghed about l5O pounds thts mornlng.

J.O. Johnson, prop'r Paciflc Grove Skatlng Rlnk. Dear Slr,
Wlll you ktndly permlt your former patrons and fun-lovlng
frlends the privilege of a run on roller-skates next full moon,
Sat. evenlng, the lTth Inst. Yours truly, R.G. Mttchell.

J. B. Norton has the outline of a grocery store to take hls at-
tention.

A large number of Grove people invaded the home of Mr. Mor-
gan Everts, and finding him at home with hls wlfe and
daughter, made things llvely tlll-well, time to go home. It
was a good-bye call.

The Paciflc Grove Choral Soclety met at the parlor of Mrs.
Merrll Titemore Thursday evening and had a delightful "slng."

Others Saw Us Thrcugh Postcards
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C. B. Clark photo from the Pat Hathaway Collection



A Pacific Grove Pagoda

(from the 1/14/54 issue of the P. G. Tribune)
-rr
I he bulldlng, as far as we know the only one of lts klnd on the
Penlnsula, ls huddled at the edge of the sand dunes near Asllomar.
Its oIllclal address ls l5ol Pico.

The pagoda was bullt ln Chlna, copy of a Peiplng tea house, and
brought to San Francisco for the 1915 expositlon by a Dr. Hanna.
This gentleman, an old Chlna hand, loved the Penlnsula. After the
exposlUon, he moved the pagoda to the dunes. When Mrs. Rtchard
Adams bought the house ln 1951, she added a room and some
authentlc Chinese carvings, lncludlng a door frame from an old Joss
House ln early Placervllle.

There ls an upstalrs master bedroom. From a balcony surroundlng
the bedroom, a bridge leads to the nearest sand dune. Downstalrs ls
a llving room wlth an octagonal wlndow and flne flreplace, a kltchen,
and a sort of dinlng room whlch someilmes used as a bedroom. The
bathroom ls upstalrs. There ls an outdoor flreplace done ln orlental
style.

AChineseWedding
(from the Monterey Cnliforninn of lan. 22, 1878)
A

A Chlnese weddlng took place last Fdday afternoon at Chlnatown.
We were not there, but our reporter was, and he gave us a high old
statement of thetr proceedlngs. After falllng to effect an entrance lnto
ttre room where the prellmlnary ceremonles were to take place, the
door of whlch was strongly guarded by Amado Herrera, the Con-
stable, our reporter obtalned an empt5r box and stood on lt for an
hour. A priest was there looking like old Confucius. The brlde was
there, dressed ln scarlet with a large fan, constantly held ln front of
her face, tJ:at none mlght vlew her angeltc features. The groom was
there also, dressed ln slqy blue. Reporter was unable, not having an
lnterpreter along, to glve all the detalls. After thelr prellmlnaries
were concluded, the bride was taken lnto the next room, by the
Chlnese prtest, ln company with many Chlnese onlookers and then
and there marrled. The Chinese groom was also taken to an ad-
Jacent house across the street, and went through a lot of ceremonles,
with the prlest, and was declared duly marrled to the aforesald
Chlnese woman. That's all. But holdl Whtle all thls was going on,
about a dozen Mongollan cooks were busy at work, cooklng a
sumptuous repast for thls fellow and trls brtde, conslstlng of blrds
and blrd's eggs, chlckens, ducks, flsh, Chinese mysterles, etc. Our
reporter states that there was also a grand tlme at nlght wlth
transparencles, muslc and taper-bumlng. Also, that Herrera got
away wlth five chlckens, four ducks and nlne bowls of rlce durlng the
banqueUng.

rAv

d()'{

o
a

It
at

ra

E.
il
t
Eo
rt
o

I

1954 photo

f:,Wffi



THs OARD
AND

TTEN
Newslctter of the Pacific Grcue Heritage Society

Decemb er 200lIJanuary 2002

u***

d

x

o

-\{l
:!: i;i

,:.:j
?

ill

8n
Tlv tanse Ls painted abright rcd in the originalptwb.

A Pacific Grove Pagoda

\-ontrary ro local legend, unwittingly perpetuated by me in a I993 Board and
Batten, this house was not buitt in China, was not part of the l9l5 Exposition in
San Francisco, and did not come to Pacific Grove in_a barge! The foliowing in_
formation is from a lerter sent !o AL?n Peel by Alex Irving of Laguna Beach-
back in 1997. Mr- Irving's wife, winnie, was a cousin of Helen-Hanna, the
daughter of the first owner, Dr. Bert Hanna.

Mr. Irving *'r ires: "ln 19_21-1928 my wife (winnie).took a year off between high
school andentering the.Un_iversity of Nebraska. This *as jo she could spend "
that t ime with her cousin Helen. Helen l ived in oakland with her parents, Dr.
Bert Hanna and his wife_(also named) winnie. Each Friday aftcrnbon the farnily
left oakland to come to Pacific Grove to the chinese Tea i{ouse. Dr. Hanna hai
spent some years in the orient and rvanted an authentic tea house. He got the
plans and had a contractor build the outer shell (probably around lg25ng26), in-
tending to finish the interior on weekends. The building was to be a guest house
with the main drvell ing to be up near the road. Dr. Hanna died beforJ he was
able to f in ish.

My f is t  v is i t  was about  1940.  At  that  t ime winnie Hanna and her  son Bob I i r .
there.  My wi fe and I  s tayed there a couple of  days,  and cont inued to v is i t  thcrn
for several years. I remember there was a ladder on the wall that took one up io
the second level .  Bob and I  s lept  up there and thc ' lad ies s lepr  on rhc sround
floor. My wife rcmembered the long drive down from oakiand in a t-ourirrg car
wi th s ide cur ta ins in  the winter . ln  1921 that  was qui te a dr ivc!  s l rc  a lso rcnrcm_
bered Asilomar under construction. Sometimes soldiers from Fort ord rvoulcl
break in while the Hannas were home in oakland. As my wife winnic rs now
gone, I am likely the only one that knows the story, and thought it rvoulcl bc
good to jot some of it down."

797 * 7 9aO ptatD @Lutesy oJ Ale.x kving.



News FromThe Tide
(The Tide uas a ueekly digest of nants concerning Pacif c Grwe, Monterey and
Carmel published in the late 7930s and early 7940s.)

What StreetVanishes
What Street, Paclflc Grove's "Belleve lt or not" oddlty ls no more. Thls
week the clty council enacted an ordlnance changlng lts name to "Rldge
Road". The street ls one block long and enters Ltghthouse avenue at
the Mikel cottage court. What Street orlglnally achleved lts name when
Del Monte Propertles Company offered the PacilIc Grove Acres tract for
sale. Company ofllclals neglected to provtde lt wlth a narne. The en-
glneer preparlng the flnal maps, seelidng to call thetr attentlon to lt,
wrote, "What street?" on the map. The map was sent to the count5r re-
cordeCs ofllce without further examlnatlon and "What street?" became
"What Street." (5 / 5 / 39)

Citv Emplovees Must Be Good Citizens
Mafor Eriest'K. Bramblett announced at Wednesday's meetlng of the
clty councll that he has completed an lnvesUgatlon lnto the status of
municipal employees ln regard to cltlzenship. He reported that flve had
not registered to vote, two of those that were registered failed to vote ln
the recent electlon and two are not cltDens, but now have taken out
thelr flrst naturalDaUon papers. The mayor mentloned no narnes.
(5/5/3e)

Council To PermitPin-Ball Games
Paciflc Grove today has a number of pln-ball machlnes ln operation ln
various downtown buslness establlshments. There are more to be ln-
stalled soon. Permlsslon to operate the games was granted Fraklyn
Miller, represenUng a Monterey amusement concern, by the clt5r councll
on Wednesday nlght. A license fee of $3.OO per machlne was lnserted
ln the new ordinance code. Miller pald hts fees thts mornlng. Miller
was asked by Mayor Bramblett whether any gambllng is connected with
the machlnes. He was assured by Miller that each wlll bear a noUce ln-
forming the public that the game ls for amusement only and that no
cash, premiums or prlzes will be awarded. Pln-ball games are not to be
played by mlnors. Mayor Bramblett warned that tf any gambling ls
found to be connected with the pln-ball machlnes, the apparatus wlll be
conflscated. Ptn-ball machlnes have been ln operaUon ln netghborlng
cltles for a long tlme. These are the flrst for Paclflc Grove. (L2/6/40)

Historic House To Chanse Hands After Manv Years
Recorded ln the court housiat Salinas thls week wls the sale of the hls-
torlc Harper home on Ftfteenth Street (f 37 l5th), near Central Avenue.
The new purchasers are Mr. & Mrs. Walter C. Kllnkle. The home was
sold by Sinclair O. Harper, prominent United States government en-
gineer, who was the flrst whlte child to be born ln Paciflc Grove, thls
same house being the scene of his blrth. He is an uncle of J. Harold
Harper, member of the city council. ( lI/28/ 4l)

(Edito/s note: This house was either moved or demolished as there is now a parking lol
at this location.)

l0

Election Of Officers
Irene Tope was elected Presldent of the Herltage Soclety at the
February loth Board of Dlrectors meetlng held at the Barn. Other of-
Ilcers elected were Geoff Welch as Vlce Presldent. Don Beals as
Treasurer and Carrol Patterson as Secretaqr. New Board members
elected at the annual general membershlp meetlng were Bobble Hall,
Blll Edeen, Eltzabeth Moore and Ttm & Kathy Carllgan. Incumbent
Carrol Patterson was reelected to another three year term. Slrrah
Harrls, Patricla Lewis, Dorls Vance, I(athle Taylor and lee Pt-rrcell
stepped down from the Board and were thanked for thelr servlce. In
speclal recogniUon of trls more than 12 years of servlce, Slrrah Harrls
was named a Dlrector Emerltus. The complete Board of Dlrectors ls
Itsted on the last page.

New Members

Kathy & Ttm Cadlgan
Lloyd Day
Myron & Betsy Deibel
Leigh Gray
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Gutshall
Colleen Farrell Johnson
Mrs. Allene Mlller
Eltzabeth H. Moore

Llsa & Scott Nlckerson
Robert O'Nelll
Bill & Llnda Sabo
Martln & Deborah Schopp
Bllly Shannon
Greg & Stacey Vasey
Pam Verduln
Len & ShlrleyWlllams
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Sharc The Heritage With A Friend
Arurual Family Membership $L0.00

Members receiveThe Bmrd nnd Bqtten newsletter of the Heritage
Sociery of Pacific Grove

Name:

Address:

City:

State:
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